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Exodus 33
Show Me Your Glory

Exodus 24:12, 15-18
The Lord said to Moses, “Come up to me on the mountain and stay here, and | will give you the tablets
of stone with the law and commandments | have written for their instruction.”

When Moses went up on the mountain, the cloud covered it, and the glory of the Lord settled on Mount
Sinai. For six days the cloud covered the mountain, and on the seventh day the Lord called to Moses
from within the cloud. To the Israelites the glory of the Lord looked like a consuming fire on top of the
mountain. Then Moses entered the cloud as he went on up the mountain. And he stayed on the
mountain forty days and forty nights.'

Exodus 32:1

When the people saw that Moses was so long in coming down from the mountain, they gathered
around Aaron and said, “Come, make us gods who will go before us. As for this fellow Moses who
brought us up out of Egypt, we don’t know what has happened to him.”

Exodus 32:4-6

He took what they handed him and made it into an idol cast in the shape of a calf, fashioning it with a
tool. Then they said, “These are your gods, Israel, who brought you up out of Egypt.” When Aaron saw
this, he built an altar in front of the calf and announced, “Tomorrow there will be a festival to

the Lord.” So the next day the people rose early and sacrificed burnt offerings and presented fellowship
offerings. Afterward they sat down to eat and drink and got up to indulge in revelry.

Exodus 32:7,11

Then the Lord said to Moses, “Go down, because your people, whom you brought up out of Egypt, have
become corrupt.”

But Moses sought the favor of the Lord his God. “Lord,” he said, “why should your anger burn against
your people, whom you brought out of Egypt with great power and a mighty hand?

Exodus 32:9
“I have seen these people,” the Lord said to Moses, “and they are a stiff-necked people.”




Exodus 32:19-20

When Moses approached the camp and saw the calf and the dancing, his anger burned and he threw the
tablets out of his hands, breaking them to pieces at the foot of the mountain. And he took the calf the
people had made and burned it in the fire; then he ground it to powder, scattered it on the water and made
the Israelites drink it.

Exodus 32:22-24

“Do not be angry, my lord,” Aaron answered. “You know how prone these people are to evil. They said to me,
‘Make us gods who will go before us. As for this fellow Moses who brought us up out of Egypt, we don’t know
what has happened to him.” So | told them, ‘Whoever has any gold jewelry, take it off.” Then they gave me
the gold, and I threw it into the fire, and out came this calf!”

Exodus 33:1-11

Then the Lord said to Moses, “Leave this place, you and the people you brought up out of Egypt, and go up
to the land | promised on oath to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, saying, ‘I will give it to your descendants.’ | will
send an angel before you and drive out the Canaanites, Amorites, Hittites, Perizzites, Hivites and

Jebusites. Go up to the land flowing with milk and honey. But | will not go with you, because you are a stiff-
necked people and | might destroy you on the way.”

When the people heard these distressing words, they began to mourn and no one put on any

ornaments. For the Lord had said to Moses, “Tell the Israelites, ‘You are a stiff-necked people. If | were to go
with you even for a moment, | might destroy you. Now take off your ornaments and | will decide what to do
with you.”” So the Israelites stripped off their ornaments at Mount Horeb.

Now Moses used to take a tent and pitch it outside the camp some distance away, calling it the “tent of
meeting.” Anyone inquiring of the Lord would go to the tent of meeting outside the camp. And whenever
Moses went out to the tent, all the people rose and stood at the entrances to their tents, watching Moses
until he entered the tent. As Moses went into the tent, the pillar of cloud would come down and stay at the
entrance, while the Lord spoke with Moses. Whenever the people saw the pillar of cloud standing at the
entrance to the tent, they all stood and worshiped, each at the entrance to their tent. The Lord would speak
to Moses face to face, as one speaks to a friend. Then Moses would return to the camp, but his young aide
Joshua son of Nun did not leave the tent.

1. Establish a “Tent of Meeting.”

1 Thessalonians 5:16-18
Rejoice always, pray continually, give thanks in all circumstances; for this is God’s will for you in Christ
Jesus.

Francois Fenelon (August 6, 1651 - January 7, 1715)
French Roman Catholic Priest

Tell God all that is in your heart, as one unloads one’s heart, its pleasures and its pains, to a dear friend. Tell
Him your troubles, that He may comfort you; tell Him your joys, that He may sober them; tell Him your
longings, the He may purify them; tell Him your dislikes, that He may help you conquer them, talk to Him of
your temptations, that He may shield you from them; lay bare your indifference to good, your depraved
tastes for evil, your instability. Tell Him how self-love makes you unjust to others, how vanity tempts you to
be insincere, how pride disguises you to yourself and others.

If you pour out all you weaknesses, needs, and troubles there will be no lack of what to say. You will never
exhaust the subject. It is continually being renewed. People who have no secrets from each other never
want for subjects of conversation. They do not weigh their words, for there is nothing to be held back;
neither do they seek for something to say. They talk out of the abundance of the heart, without
consideration they say what they think. Blessed are they who attain to such familiar, unreserved,
conversation with God.



Exodus 33:12-13

Moses said to the Lord, “You have been telling me, ‘Lead these people,” but you have not let me know whom
you will send with me. You have said, ‘| know you by name and you have found favor with me.’ If you are
pleased with me, teach me your ways so | may know you and continue to find favor with you. Remember
that this nation is your people.”

2. Establish a plan for God’s instruction through His Word.

Back to the Bible Reading Plans

Sign up for Ron’s Daily Devotional

3. Pray for a fresh realization of God’s Presence.

Exodus 33:3
“Go up to the land flowing with milk and honey. But I will not go with you, because you are a stiff-
necked people and | might destroy you on the way.”

Exodus 33:14-17

The Lord replied, “My Presence will go with you, and I will give you rest.” Then Moses said to him, “If your
Presence does not go with us, do not send us up from here. How will anyone know that you are pleased with
me and with your people unless you go with us? What else will distinguish me and your people from all the
other people on the face of the earth?” And the Lord said to Moses, “I will do the very thing you have asked,
because | am pleased with you and | know you by name.”

The Work of the Holy Spirit

e He transforms us.
He seals us.
He indwells us.
He convicts us.
He teaches us.
He guides us.
He gifts us.
He assures us.
He prays for us.

Ephesians 5:18
Do not get drunk on wine, which leads to debauchery. Instead, be filled with the Spirit.

4. Pray that this year you will experience God’s Glory in a fresh way.
Exodus 33:18-23
Then Moses said, “Now show me your glory.” And the Lord said, “I will cause all my goodness to pass in front
of you, and I will proclaim my name, the Lord, in your presence. | will have mercy on whom | will have mercy,
and | will have compassion on whom | will have compassion. But,” he said, “you cannot see my face, for no
one may see me and live.” Then the Lord said, “There is a place near me where you may stand on a
rock. When my glory passes by, | will put you in a cleft in the rock and cover you with my hand until | have
passed by. Then | will remove my hand and you will see my back; but my face must not be seen.”

ACTION STEPS

1. What will | do to establish a “tent of meeting”?

2. What plan will | use to read God’s Word?

3. How will | experience a fresh realization of God’s presence?

4. How will | experience God'’s greatness in a fresh way?


https://www.backtothebible.org/bible-reading-plans
http://www.biblechapel.org/resources/daily-devotionals/

