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Greater Than: The Better Covenant
Hebrews 8

Hebrews 8:1-2

Now the point in what we are saying is this: we have such a high priest, one who is seated at the right
hand of the throne of the Majesty in heaven, a minister in the holy places, in the true tent that the
Lord set up, not man.

e He is the “merciful and faithful High Priest” (2:17).

He is the “high priest of our confession” (3:1).

He is the “great high priest who has passed through the heavens” (4:14).

He is the high priest who is able to “sympathize with our weakness” (4:15).

He holds the “priesthood permanently, because he continues forever” (7:24).

1. The work of Jesus is completed (8:1a)

Hebrews 10:11-12

And every priest stands daily at his service, offering repeatedly the same sacrifices, which can never
take away sins. But when Christ had offered for all time a single sacrifice for sins, he sat down at the
right hand of God,

Hebrews 7:27
He has no need, like those high priests, to offer sacrifices daily, first for his own sins and then for those
of the people, since he did this once for all when he offered up himself.

2. The work of Jesus is honored by God (8:1b)

Revelation 3:19-21

Those whom | love, | reprove and discipline, so be zealous and repent. Behold, | stand at the door

and knock. If anyone hears my voice and opens the door, | will come in to him and eat with him, and he
with me. The one who conquers, | will grant him to sit with me on my throne, as | also conquered and
sat down with my Father on his throne.




3. The work of Jesus is continual (8:2-3)

Hebrews 8:1-3

Now the point in what we are saying is this: we have such a high priest, one who is seated at the right hand
of the throne of the Majesty in heaven, a minister in the holy places, in the true tent that the Lord set up, not
man. For every high priest is appointed to offer gifts and sacrifices; thus it is necessary for this priest also to
have something to offer.

Hebrews 7:26-27

For it was indeed fitting that we should have such a high priest, holy, innocent, unstained, separated from
sinners, and exalted above the heavens. He has no need, like those high priests, to offer sacrifices

daily, first for his own sins and then for those of the people, since he did this once for all when he offered up
himself.

Colossians 3:17
And whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the
Father through him.

Hebrews 7:25
Consequently, he is able to save to the uttermost those who draw near to God through him, since he always
lives to make intercession for them.

Meanwhile, where is God . . . Why is He so present a commander in our time of prosperity and so very
absent a help in times of trouble?
-C. S. Lewis, A Grief Observed p. 6

Hebrews 2:17-18

Therefore he had to be made like his brothers in every respect, so that he might become a merciful and
faithful high priest in the service of God, to make propitiation for the sins of the people. For because he
himself has suffered when tempted, he is able to help those who are being tempted.

Hebrews 4:14-16

Since then we have a great high priest who has passed through the heavens, Jesus, the Son of God, let us
hold fast our confession. For we do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize with our
weaknesses, but one who in every respect has been tempted as we are, yet without sin. Let us then with
confidence draw near to the throne of grace, that we may receive mercy and find grace to help in time of
need.

Acts 7:54-56

Now when they heard these things they were enraged, and they ground their teeth at him. But he, full of the
Holy Spirit, gazed into heaven and saw the glory of God, and Jesus standing at the right hand of God. And he
said, “Behold, | see the heavens opened, and the Son of Man standing at the right hand of God.”

Acts 7:59-60

And as they were stoning Stephen, he called out, “Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.” And falling to his knees he
cried out with a loud voice, “Lord, do not hold this sin against them.” And when he had said this, he fell
asleep.

4. The work of Jesus is Greater Than (8:4-6)

Hebrews 8:4-10

Now if he were on earth, he would not be a priest at all, since there are priests who offer gifts according to
the law. They serve a copy and shadow of the heavenly things. For when Moses was about to erect the tent,
he was instructed by God, saying, “See that you make everything according to the pattern that was shown
you on the mountain.” But as it is, Christ has obtained a ministry that is as much more excellent than the old
as the covenant he mediates is better, since it is enacted on better promises. For if that first covenant had
been faultless, there would have been no occasion to look for a second.



For he finds fault with them when he says:

“Behold, the days are coming, declares the Lord,
when | will establish a new covenant with the house of Israel
and with the house of Judah,
not like the covenant that | made with their fathers
on the day when | took them by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt.
For they did not continue in my covenant,
and so | showed no concern for them, declares the Lord.
For this is the covenant that | will make with the house of Israel
after those days, declares the Lord:
I will put my laws into their minds,
and write them on their hearts,
and | will be their God,
and they shall be my people.

The New Covenant of Christ is internal (8:10b)
The New Covenant of Christ is personal (8:10c¢c-11)

Hebrews 8:10-11
For this is the covenant that | will make with the house of Israel
after those days, declares the Lord:
I will put my laws into their minds,
and write them on their hearts,
and | will be their God,
and they shall be my people.
And they shall not teach, each one his neighbor
and each one his brother, saying, ‘Know the Lord,’
for they shall all know me,
from the least of them to the greatest.

In Jesus there is complete forgiveness (8:12)
Hebrews 8:12
For I will be merciful toward their iniquities,
and | will remember their sins no more.”
In Jesus the Old Covenant is finally completed (8:13)
Hebrews 8:13

In speaking of a new covenant, he makes the first one obsolete. And what is becoming obsolete and
growing old is ready to vanish away.



