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Exodus 19:1-31:18 

Ten Commandments (Part 1) 
 

Exodus 19:3-6 

Then Moses went up to God, and the Lord called to him from the mountain and said, “This is what you 

are to say to the descendants of Jacob and what you are to tell the people of Israel: ‘You yourselves 

have seen what I did to Egypt, and how I carried you on eagles’ wings and brought you to myself. Now if 

you obey me fully and keep my covenant, then out of all nations you will be my treasured 

possession. Although the whole earth is mine, you will be for me a kingdom of priests and a holy 

nation.’ These are the words you are to speak to the Israelites.” 

 

Exodus 19:16-18 

On the morning of the third day there was thunder and lightning, with a thick cloud over the mountain, 

and a very loud trumpet blast. Everyone in the camp trembled. Then Moses led the people out of the 

camp to meet with God, and they stood at the foot of the mountain. Mount Sinai was covered with 

smoke, because the Lord descended on it in fire. The smoke billowed up from it like smoke from a 

furnace, and the whole mountain trembled violently. 

 

Exodus 20:18-21 

When the people saw the thunder and lightning and heard the trumpet and saw the mountain in 

smoke, they trembled with fear. They stayed at a distance and said to Moses, “Speak to us yourself and 

we will listen. But do not have God speak to us or we will die.” Moses said to the people, “Do not be 

afraid. God has come to test you, so that the fear of God will be with you to keep you from sinning.” The 

people remained at a distance, while Moses approached the thick darkness where God was. 

 

Exodus 20:15-18 

“You shall not steal. 

“You shall not give false testimony against your neighbor. 

“You shall not covet your neighbor’s house. You shall not covet your neighbor’s wife, or his male or 

female servant, his ox or donkey, or anything that belongs to your neighbor.” 

When the people saw the thunder and lightning and heard the trumpet and saw the mountain in 

smoke, they trembled with fear. They stayed at a distance 

 

Mosaic Law 

 Civil Law: Day to Day Law 

 Ceremonial Law: Sacrificial System 

 Moral Law: Man’s relationship to God and Others 



Commandments 1-4: Reverence for God  

Commandments 5-10: Respect for others 

 

Matthew 22:36-40 

“Teacher, which is the greatest commandment in the Law?” Jesus replied: “‘Love the Lord your God with all 

your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind.’ This is the first and greatest commandment. And 

the second is like it: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’ All the Law and the Prophets hang on these two 

commandments.” 

 

Galatians 2:16 

Know that a person is not justified by the works of the law, but by faith in Jesus Christ. So we, too, have put 

our faith in Christ Jesus that we may be justified by faith in Christ and not by the works of the law, because 

by the works of the law no one will be justified. 

 

Romans 3:19-20 

Now we know that whatever the law says, it says to those who are under the law, so that every mouth may 

be silenced and the whole world held accountable to God. Therefore no one will be declared righteous in 

God’s sight by the works of the law; rather, through the law we become conscious of our sin. 

 

The Law constantly reminds us of: 

 

 Our sinfulness 

 Our need for a Savior 

 Our need for God’s enabling power to obey 

 

Exodus 20:1-6 

And God spoke all these words: 

“I am the Lord your God, who brought you out of Egypt, out of the land of slavery. 

“You shall have no other gods before me. 

“You shall not make for yourself an image in the form of anything in heaven above or on the earth beneath 

or in the waters below. You shall not bow down to them or worship them; for I, the Lord your God, am a 

jealous God, punishing the children for the sin of the parents to the third and fourth generation of those who 

hate me, but showing love to a thousand generations of those who love me and keep my commandments. 

 

1st Commandment: NO god BUT GOD (Exodus 20:1-6) 

 

A god is that to which we look for all good and in which we find refuge in every time of need. To have a god 

is nothing else than to truth and believe in him with our whole heart . . . the trust and faith of the heart alone 

make both God and an idol . . . That to which you heart clings and entrusts itself is…really your God. 

-The Larger Catechism, Martin Luther 

 

Job 31:24-28 

If I have put my trust in gold or said to pure gold, “You are my security,” if I have rejoiced over my great 

wealth, the fortune of my hands had gained . . . then these also would be sins to be judged, for I would have 

been unfaithful to God on high. 

 

Matthew 19:16-22 

Just then a man came up to Jesus and asked, “Teacher, what good thing must I do to get eternal life?” “Why 

do you ask me about what is good?” Jesus replied. “There is only One who is good. If you want to enter life, 

keep the commandments.” “Which ones?” he inquired. Jesus replied, “‘You shall not murder, you shall not 

commit adultery, you shall not steal, you shall not give false testimony, honor your father and mother,’ and 

‘love your neighbor as yourself.’” “All these I have kept,” the young man said. “What do I still lack?” Jesus 

answered, “If you want to be perfect, go, sell your possessions and give to the poor, and you will have 

treasure in heaven. Then come, follow me.” When the young man heard this, he went away sad, because he 

had great wealth. 

 

Matthew 6:24 

No one can serve two masters. Either you will hate the one and love the other, or you will be devoted to the 

one and despise the other. You cannot serve both God and money.  



 

 

2nd Commandment: NO IDOLS (Exodus 20:4-6) 

 

Don’t worship the true God in a false way. 

 

1. Physical Idolatry 

 

2. Mental Idolatry 

 

Exodus 20:7 

You shall not misuse the name of the Lord your God, for the Lord will not hold anyone guiltless who misuses 

his name. 

 

3rd Commandment: DON’T MISUSE GOD’S NAME (EXODUS 20:7) 

 

1. Vows. Promises. Contracts. 

 

2. Speech. 

 

3. Theological Error. 

 

2 Peter 2:1-2 

But there were also false prophets among the people, just as there will be false teachers among you. They 

will secretly introduce destructive heresies, even denying the sovereign Lord who bought them—bringing 

swift destruction on themselves. Many will follow their shameful ways, and bring the way of truth into 

disrepute.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


